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commonest ways of using it; this may be done either in
order to " get even " with an enemy, or to get rid of an
illness by passing it on to someone else. " Thus among the
Baganda the medicine-man would make a model of his
patient in clay ; then a relative of the sick man would rub
the image over the sufferer's body " (to get it thoroughly
" infected ") " and either bury it in the road or hide it in
the grass by the wayside. The first person who stepped over
the image or passed by it would be sure to catch the disease "-1
One is not surprised to hear that this beneficent practice was
a capital crime. Here, then, we find the explanation of
what Plato (loc. cit.) means when he speaks, in passing, of
the fear which unsophisticated people, who knew no better,
would naturally feel " if they chance to see waxen images
sticking to their doors or to the tombstones of their fathers,
or lying in the cross-roads ". (The Roman also had a method
of " passing on " disease not unlike that cited from among
the Baganda ; it was to stick the patient's nail-parings with
wax on to a neighbour's door, before sunrise 2—very much
what Simaitha's maid in Theokritos was to do with her
decoction of lizard. The disease, like Simaitha's fever of
love, would then pass on to the owner of the door.) But the
commonest fate for an image, if intended for the discomfiture
of an enemy, is to be roasted, as described abeady, or trans-
fixed with pins—the technique mentioned by Ovid (loc. cit.)
and also practiced by Horace's Canidia.3 You can thus give
your neighbour colic by a jab in the stomach or rheumatic
pains by transfixing the image's joints. You must not pierce
a vital part unless you wish to kill him outright.
To get possession of your victim's hair-clippings, nail-
parings, spittle, or a drop of his blood is recommended from
many parts of the world. Failing this, a rag of his clothing
will do, and the " sense " of this too is clear enough, once
one has put one's self in a sufficiently childish frame of mind ;
for " as every dog knows ", to quote the sound remark of a
1	Frazer, loc. cit.
2	Pliny, N.H. xxviii, e. 86.   This whole book is full of interest for the
student of superstitions.
8 Satires, i.

